
Orozco, Norma

From: VictorPayan <vpayan@alumni.stanford.edu> 
Sent: Tuesday, March02, 20219:00PM
To:! CityClerk
Cc: citycouncil@santa- ana.org
Subject: Unable tocallinorparticipate inCityCouncil meeting / Comment onAgenda Item

29

Hello,   

Itried tocall inand also to login to the zoom meeting for today'sCity Council meeting tocomment onAgenda item 29.   

Ineach attempt, Ireceived amessage that the meeting had been locked. Ifthis were an in-person council meeting, Icould join atany
time. Idonot understand why itisnot possible to join virtually while the meeting isinsession. This isaclear limitation ofaccess to
important civic participation, and the equivalent of locking the door to anopen city meeting.   

Please letme know what steps will be taken toensure public participation inCity meetings while they arestill underway.  

My comment on agenda item 29 is this:  

Iam opposed toremovingrequirementsthatamemberofanadvisorybodytoBoards, Commissions, andCommitteesbea
qualifiedelectoroftheCityofSanta, becausethesearecriticalbodiesthatrepresentthevoiceandneedsofresidents. By
openingthemuptonon-SantaAnaresidents, youopenthedoorforlobbyists, specialinterestgroups, developersand
representativesofdeep-pocketbusinessentitiestousurptherightsofSantaAnaresidentstoparticipateindecisionsthat
impacttheirlives, theirfamilies, theirneighborsandthefutureoftheirhomecity. Eachadvisoryseatgiventoanon-Santa
AnaresidentisaseattakenawayfromaSantaAnaresident. Ifthedoorisopenedtothis, whenwillitstop? Howcan
SantaAnaresidentscompeteagainsttherelentlessonslaughtofspecialinterestsjockeyingforthesepositionsandusing
ourtaxdollarstopushforwardagendasthatdonothaveSantaAnaresidents' well-beingatheart? HowwillSantaAna
residentsbeguaranteedthattheirvoiceswillnotbedrownedoutbyagentsofothercitiesseekingtoshapeSantaAna
policiestotheirbenefit? Thisrulewasputinplaceforasoundreason, andIamaskingtheCounciltohonorthis
safeguardandNOTremovetherequirementformembersofadvisorybodiestobequalifiedelectorsandresidentsof
SantaAna. MembersoftheseadvisorybodiesmustbeSantaAnaresidents.   

Please share this comment with allof the Council.  

Thank You,   

Victor Payan
Resident ofSanta Ana
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